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pushes it forward into an active science.    It renders
it constructive.

In addition to the above reasons for introducing
into this volume a paper on the purpose of sociology,
there is a personal one which it seems necessary to
state in order to make my own position clear.    In
Dynamic Sociology I of course placed myself squarely
upon the constructive ground.    The advanced posi-
tion there taken was open to criticism, as I expected
it to be, but in addition to adverse criticism, which
I desired and courted, I observed some tendency to
make too much of the doctrines I advanced.    This
was especially the case with the principle of conscious
social action.   I had repeatedly stated that society
thus far must be regarded as in the main unconscious,
and therefore the whole idea of social action for the
sake of improvement was an ideal which simply fol-
lowed from the assumption of such a train of condi-
tions as are described in Vol. II. of that work.   I did
not wish to lay too great stress upon it as a present
or early future possibility.    When, therefore, in an
article on "Static and Dynamic Sociology," which
appeared in the Political Science Quarterly for June,
1895, I sought to draw a clear line between these
two kinds of sociology, I purposely omitted all refer-
ence to what I now call collective telesis, because the
distinction could be made equally clear without it,
and its introduction would have weakened my argu-
ment in the minds of just those persons to whom I
desired to appeal